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Extended Abstract:

1- Introduction:

Estimation of discharge in ungauged basins is of prominent importance in hydrologic and water
resource management studies; however, it is not possible to determine the runoff coefficient in
different watersheds without streamflow data. In many study areas of the country (unit of hydrological
basis and balance of water resources in the studies of the Ministry of Energy), there is no hydrometric
station to measure the surface flow out of the area.

Several methods have been introduced to estimate the discharge of ungauged basins, which can be
classified into three main categories. The first category contains the methods that make a relation between
precipitation and the produced runoff (such as the Inglis and De’Souza and the Indian Department of
Irrigation (IDOI) methods). The second category includes the methods that estimate annual runoff deficit
and predict the yearly runoff accordingly (such as Turc, Langbein, Coutagine, and Khosla methods). The
third category covers the methods that take into account the physiographic characteristics of basins to
estimate runoff (such as the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), Justin, and Lacey methods).
The SCS Curve Number (CN) method is also among the most common methods of estimating runoff
produced by rainfall and considers various conditions in its formulations; nonetheless, determining the CN
and its initial absorption coefficient is still challenging. The aim of the present study is to evaluate the
efficiency of different empirical methods in the estimation of runoff in watersheds with different hydrologic
and physiographic characteristics and climatic conditions in addition to giving some insights on the
selection of the proper runoff estimation methods in ungauged basins.

2- Methodology:

In this study, the application of empirical methods in the calculation of the outgoing discharge from
various areas in the Sefidroud watershed was investigated. The Sefidroud watershed has a total
number of 11 areas, 10 of which have hydrometric stations in their outlets. For these ten sub-basins,
the observed annual runoff was compared with the results yielded by the aforementioned empirical
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methods, and the efficiency of each method was assessed accordingly for each sub-basin. The Root
Mean Squared Error (RMSE), Standard Deviation (SD), Correlation Coefficient, and the Centered
Root Mean Squared Deviation (CRMSD) were used to analyze the data. The runoff estimation
methods investigated in this study included Khosla, Lacey, Inglis De’Souza, Coutagine, Turc, ICAR,
IDOI, Justin, and the SCS-CN methods. Moreover, the authors of the present study tried to find the
optimized value of the initial absorption coefficient in the SCS-CN method in order to obtain a
reasonably accurate estimation of runoff for each sub-basin.

3- Discussion:

The results of the present study indicated that the Khosla and the SCS-CN methods with an initial
absorption coefficient of 0.05 and 0.2 showed the poorest performance in all sub-basins. Moreover, the
Inglis De’Souza method was not applicable in Iran’s sub-basins due to its different approach in
dealing with plains and highlands. Because the study areas in the catchments of Iran are all a
combination of plains and elevations and sometimes include a combination of several plains and
several elevations with different characteristics.

The optimized values of the initial absorption coefficients varied between 0.0006 and 0.25, which
implies that a specific value of initial absorption cannot be used in all of the sub-basins to achieve the
best accuracy in the estimation of runoff.

Comparison between the results yielded by other methods (i.e. Turc, Coutagine, IDOI, ICAR, and
Justin) with the observed streamflows indicated that the choice of the best method depends on the
error index used for comparison. In other words, the Justin method had the best performance in terms
of correlation with the observed runoff in the Sefidroud watershed. But, in terms of the RMSE error
index, the IDOI method generally performs better. Finally, the Coutagine method had a good
performance in terms of both correlation and RMSE in the main study areas.

4- Conclusion:

According to the results of the present study, the Justin method is recommended for areas that have
a high altitude and temperature gradient and at the same time have a high flow coefficient. The IDOI
method performs best for sub-basins that have a high runoff to rainfall ratio. As this ratio decreases
below 0.2, the IDOI method is likely to produce poorer results. The Coutagine method showed a
moderate performance in most of the studied areas, which suggests that it can be employed to produce
conservative results in many areas under study.
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Table 2. Propoerties of the hydrology study areas in the Sefidroud watershed
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Figure 1. Location of the hydrology study areas in the Sefidroud watershed
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Table 3. Study and reference hydrology study areas for Justin method
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Table 4. Calibrated Justine parameters in the hydrology study areas of the Sefidroud watershed
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Table 5. Calibrated A parameters of CN method in the hydrology study areas of the Sefidroud
watershed

4.»\.:& Jd= —r)Uﬁ dl}r.') olicale u"t")*” [EERVY L;TL:JUGJA ZJ}J}:&

e st VYO Y st o 835

bb]u'i))_“_‘;t}f )LM —o)bd\ﬁ: Q‘)&.{AJ —ojj_é Q},@J\—Qw& ch-...a o u_':'LxJUa.a g}j.,\m

v v v/veaaT| VYVYY o e v/veaa T ?JAZ)ﬁH\N

0> i Sl glaes gdowe 5l s 5 0Lz el > e gla g RMSE (gl 2 ls i

L;Lx.mac slros gl rLQS BE ’Lﬁjﬂ SCS-CN B )wa LSL“U:“)) J).LL;a oud &.:La; RGPS WPt S i d).)o-



\o U 5 g ol e Mol Oy glaavd s> 53 0L 3550 1 228 BB B, b5

Slp sl 534S 55 15 pmed = SN g, il ba iy lo b aslie 3 (6508 Sl &35 35,0k 25 5>
5 LS s OLcn s 5 St 5| S 5 6 3550 by slaessdoes (8 015 Olin S 5 ks ol
5l Ol S 5 s S S 7 ol Ol s SLalae Slmes plime (S o IS by 3l
— A s amipn 1303 3y 55 iS pa 53 Dol Olea S Jold Jadb L oty Jold adb (gla o3 sutous
$oLs el o slie ;K0 sla i, b il gl g Sl ol s (g slaanslin 53 55 15 smso
ol s slie g 5 Sa s ple gl LAZ0.05 54202 slacllo & by o sl b 35 SCS i,
Bals 55 52,5 L s e 4 el Cllsy lalie alie ozl slatl 5o ot dip A e a5
Sy dalps Lol o sddang Al eslinad ( Slaalis

3 50me 5 Ao DL RMSE Lasxls 15l Cilies A e 53 L SCSCN s, 5 Shes o)
3L iy ol 3 Shes baossdows pla 53 cails (6 2 oo 3 ,Shes A=0.2 Sluis 0T 3 o5 01,850 - 0liale
Ad (g St ik glmossdoms 53 i cpl lesl bl 05 K0uSs 40 Son gl ciloes Al
38 e Pl ol 5l gin e 3 Ol e 5 G SIS L A alid 5y Jals, Sl

it sty sl RMSE sl Lasls laie A Jyis
S, 55,00k p ) ad g Glas glaes gusus )3

Table 6. RMSE values between observed and computed streamflow of the empirical methods for the
hydrology study areas
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Figure 2. Taylor diagrams of Coutagine, Turk, IDOI, ICAR, Justine and SCS-CN methods, the

hydrology study areas of the Sefidroud watershed
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Figure 3. Radar diagram of RMSE values over the five-selected methods of the hydrology
study areas of Sefidroud watershed
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Figure 4. Comparison of correlation coefficient values between observed and computed streamflow
of the selected methods over the hydrology study areas of the Sefidroud watershed
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Figure 5. Time series of the observed and computed streamflow values using the selected methods in

the Sojas hydrology study area
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Figure 6. Compared the ranks of the RMSE values between observed and computed streamflow of
the hydrology study areas
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Figure 7. Compared the ranks of the correlation coefficient values between observed and computed
streamflow of the hydrology study areas
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